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Potential Topics for Post-Primary Level
Ireland joining the EU – 50 Years of Change.
On 10 May 1972, fifty years ago, Ireland voted to join the European Union. On 1 January
2023, Ireland will mark 50 years since we joined the European Union.
To mark and reflect on the journey Ireland has made since joining the EU, different
organisations have put together podcasts, reading material, and planned events to mark
this important anniversary.
The different organisations will be looking at important things that happened in Ireland
because we joined the EU. Such as the lifting of the marriage bar in the 1970s, the launch of
the Erasmus+ programme in 1987, when the Euro first went into our pockets in 2002, to
the EU’s common plan for Covid-19 vaccines in 2020.
These achievements and more will form part of the commemorations of 50 years of
Ireland’s EU membership known as EU50. More information can be found on the
Government of Ireland website, on European Movement Ireland's dedicated EU50 page,
here, on the European Commission Representation in Ireland page on Ireland and the EU,
here, and European Parliament Liaison Office in Ireland's website.
The Conference on the Future of Europe
The Conference of the Future of Europe ran from May 2021 to the middle of 2022. It gave
people all over the EU a chance to share their ideas about how to solve some of the
biggest challenges facing the EU, such as climate change of digital rights. It was a bottomup project to shape and guide political change across the EU. Across all 27 countries,
people took part in locally organised events and forums to share their ideas. In Ireland,
European Movement Ireland was the main organisation in Ireland that hosted such
events.
More information about the Conference can be found here from European Movement
Ireland, and the Conference’s main website.
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What is it like to work for the EU?
Since Ireland joined the EU in 1973, many Irish people have worked in the institutions and
bodies of the European Union, helping with the European project. For example, Catherine
Day, from Ireland, held the top civil service job in the European Commission.
Between the different EU institutions and bodies, the EU employs over 60,000 people in
cities across the EU, but mostly in Brussels in Belgium, Luxembourg City, and Strasbourg
in France.
For most jobs in the EU institutions and bodies, people need to speak at least two EU
languages. Irish is one of the EU’s 24 official languages. People working in the EU work on
big issues facing us, like climate change, digital rights, to agriculture.
You can find more information about a career in the EU from the Department of Foreign
Affairs here. You can look up such jobs from European Movement Ireland here, and the
Department of Foreign Affairs here.
The Irish language and the EU
From 1 January 2022, the Irish language received full status of a working language of the
EU. There are 24 official languages in the EU. This means that all official EU documents
must be translated to Irish. This has created career opportunities for people fluent in Irish.
It took many people many years to make help make Irish an official language of the EU,
such as former Member of the European Parliament Seán Ó Neachtain from Galway.
You can read more about Irish as an official language of the European Union here.
You can listen back to a podcast episode from European Movement Ireland for
Sheachtain na Gaeilge 2022 about Irish becoming an official language of the European
Union here.
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Sustainable Development Goals and the European Union.
In September 2015, the United Nations (UN) adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It is the world’s roadmap
for achieving sustainable development in this decade.
The SDGs are:

SDG 1: No poverty
SDG 2: Zero hunger
SDG 3: Good health and well-being
SDG 4: Quality education
SDG 5: Gender equality
SDG 6: Clean water and sanitation
SDG 7: Affordable and clean energy
SDG 8: Decent work and economic growth
SDG 9: Industry, innovation, and infrastructure
SDG 10: Reduced inequalities
SDG 11: Sustainable cities and communities
SDG 12: Responsible consumption and production
SDG 13: Climate action
SDG 14: Life below water
SDG 15: Life on land
SDG 16: Peace, justice, and strong institutions
SDG 17: Partnerships for the goals

The European Union (EU) has committed to reaching the SDGs and they form an
important part of what the EU is trying to achieve. For example, the European Green Deal
outlines EU action on the different aspects of SDG 13 ‘Climate action'.
More information on how the European Union is working towards reaching the SDG can
be read here.
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Ireland’s role in Europe post Brexit
The decision by the United Kingdom (UK) to leave the European Union (EU) in June 2016
is one which many in Ireland and the EU regret, but respect. It involves the UK leaving the
EU and many EU policies which Ireland and the UK had been a part of for many years. It
makes trading with the UK more complicated and has put pressure on Northern Ireland
in a whole host of issues.
However, it has moved Ireland to grow our political, diplomatic, and economic
engagements with the EU. Other EU countries showed a lot of solidarity with Ireland, as
they know that Ireland is impacted the most by Brexit. This is because of Ireland’s close
economic and cultural relationship with the UK and being the only EU country to share a
land border with the UK.
Brexit did result in Ireland getting extra MEP seats in the European Parliament. There has
been an increase in more EU college students coming to Ireland for their Erasmus+
placement as Ireland uses English and is still in the EU. Brexit has also created more direct
sea trade routes between Ireland and EU countries like Belgium, France, and the
Netherlands.
Brexit also allowed many people in Ireland to see and understand the benefits of being in
the EU, after seeing how hard it is for the UK to leave and undo so many EU rules that
often help people in the EU, like the environment.
You can read about the benefits of Ireland being in the EU here.
You can read more about Brexit from European Movement Ireland here, European
Commission Representation in Ireland here, and the European Parliament Liaison Office
in Ireland here.
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1.Benefits of Ireland being in the EU
The European Commission has put together a really easy to use booklet that looks at
different projects and plans that the EU is funding in your country.
It looks at projects under Agriculture and Rural Development, Research and Innovation,
Urban Development, and Culture.
For example, by selecting Munster, then Cork, then Urban Development, you’ll see three
projects that the EU is funding here: a new footbridge across the River Lee, to helping to
fund the new Port of Cork in Ringaskiddy.
Mairead McGuinness, from Ireland, who is the European Commissioner for Financial
Services, Financial Stability and Capital Markets writes at the start of the booklet: 'Ireland’s
membership of the European Union has had a huge impact on our lives: from the use of a
common currency to protecting our environment, from increased economic growth to
tackling gender inequality, and from giving the country a stronger voice on the global
stage to promoting social inclusion.'
'Communities, businesses, farmers, schools, universities and cultural organisations are
just some of those who have benefitted from EU support across Ireland. While we should
never lose sight of the broader benefits of EU membership in terms of peace, prosperity
and political stability, this report zooms in at a county level to illustrate just a few of the
stories of how the EU has worked with partners to deliver positive results on the ground.
In many ways, these stories capture the essence of what EU membership means to
people at a local level across the length and breadth of Ireland.'
The EU has also put together a fantastic resource called 'EU and Me' which has quizzes
and tones of reading material and resources for people interested in the EU.
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Sources to find your own topics:
https://www.europeanmovement.ie/
https://ireland.representation.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ireland/en/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/inter-parliamentary-work/european-union/
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/country-profiles_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/countryprofiles/ireland_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/45640227-e0bf-11ec-a53401aa75ed71a1/language-en

myeu50@europeanmovement.ie
myeu50.ie
#MyEU50

