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When was the European Union was founded?
The EU was founded in 1957, but it was called the European Economic Community
(EEC).
The first countries were Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the
Netherlands.
These six countries founded the EEC by signing the Treaty of Rome on the 25th of
March 1957.
After World War I and World War II, the aim was to prevent war in Europe by
encouraging cooperation on different issues.
The Treaty of Maastricht of the 7th of February 1992 changed the name of the
organisation from the European Economic Community to the European Union.
It has grown from six countries to 27. Croatia was the most recent country to join on
the 1st of July 2013.
Now, people in Europe can now go on holiday, work, study and live in other countries
in the EU.
When did Ireland joined the European Economic Community?
Ireland joined on the 1st of January 1973.
Ireland joined on the same day as Denmark and the United Kingdom.
Ireland joined to help make the country a better country to live in.
Ireland voted in a referendum to join the EEC 50 years ago in 1972.
Europe Day
On the 9th of May each year, it celebrates peace and unity throughout Europe.
It marks the anniversary of a speech given by French foreign minister Robert
Schuman in 1950. His 'Schuman Declaration' set out how Europe could be freed from
war through cooperation. His speech is widely considered to have initiated the
foundation of the EEC in 1957.
Population of the European Union
As of the 1st of January 2022, the total number of people living in the European
Union’s 27 Member States is around 446,800,000.
Germany has the biggest population of all the Member States with 83,055,031 living
there, while Malta has the smallest with 516,100 people living there.
With 5,123,536 people, Ireland has the 19th biggest population of the Member States.
Some of the biggest cities in the EU are Berlin in Germany, Madrid in Spain, Rome in
Italy, Paris in France and Bucharest in Romania.
About 6% of the world’s population live in the EU. This is more than the USA (4%),
Indonesia (4%) or Brazil (3%), but smaller than China (19%) or India (18%).
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History of the European Union flag.
It was first used by the Council of Europe in 1955.
The European Union began using this flag in 1986.
It has a blue background, with twelve gold stars. The stars represent balance, like the
number of months in the year.
Arsène Heitz, from Germany, designed the flag for the Council of Europe.
In Ireland, it is often flown alongside the Irish flag at government buildings, schools,
sports stadiums, hotels, pubs and other places.
Motto of the European Union
English: 'United in diversity'.
Irish: 'Aontaithe san éagsúlacht'.
It first came into use in 2000.
It highlights how people in the EU have come together to work towards peace and
prosperity, while being enriched by the many different cultures, traditions and
languages that are found across the EU.
Anthem of the European Union.
Ludwig van Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony from 1823.
There are no words, just music, which is generally played by an orchestra.
It was first adopted in 1972 by the Council of Europe.
The European Union began to use it in 1985.
It does not replace any EU Member States' national anthem, but
is played at official ceremonies involving the EU.
European Union Passport
First issued on the 1st of January 1985, EU Member States’ passports are all based on a
standard format and are burgundy in colour. It was introduced gradually as national
passports expired.
With an EU passport, people can go on holiday, live, work, study and retire in another
European Union country without a visa.
They are not issued by the EU, but by national authorities in EU Member States. In
Ireland, this authority is the Department of Foreign Affairs.
The EU passport is sign of mutual recognition and a document that is common to all
citizens of the EU.
By holding an EU passport, you can get help from any embassy or consulate of
another European Union country in a non-EU country if Ireland does not have an
embassy or consulate there.
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How the European Union has enlarged.
1958 – 6 countries: Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands
founded what was then the European Economic Community.
1973 – 9 countries: Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom join in the first round of
enlargement.
1981 – 10 countries: Greece joins.
1986 – 12 countries: Portugal and Spain join.
1990 – East Germany and West Germany join to as the unified country of Germany, after
the end of Communism in Eastern Europe.
1995 – 15 countries: Austria, Finland and Sweden join.
2004 – 25 countries: Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta,
Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia join the European Union.
2007 – 27 countries: Bulgaria and Romania join.
2013 – 28 countries: Croatia joins.
2020 – 27 countries: the United Kingdom leaves the European Union in January 2020
after voting to exit the EU in a referendum in June 2016.
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The Euro currency
The Euro is a currency that is used in some EU Member States.
It replaced individual national currencies, which often
created costs for people travelling or trading goods throughout the EU.
It began to be used by people in 12 EU Member States on the 1st of January 2002;
Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Portugal and Spain.
Euro banknotes all have the same pictures on them and were designed by Robert
Kalina, a designer from Austria. He used the theme of windows, gateways and bridges,
based on different European architecture over time.
Euro coins have the same design on the front of the coins, but each EU Member State
has its own design on the back.
Since 2002, more EU countries have started using the Euro; Slovenia in 2007, Cyprus
and Malta in 2008, Slovakia in 2009, Estonia in 2011, Latvia in 2014 and Lithuania in
2015. Croatia will become the 20th member of the Eurozone on the 1st of January
2023.
When did Ireland begin using the Euro?
Ireland started using the Euro on the 1st of January 2002.
Before the Euro, Ireland used Irish pounds, also called punts.
The back of Euro coins made in Ireland has a Celtic harp on it designed by Jarlath
Hayes.

5
Official languages of the European Union.
The EU has 24 official languages; Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, English,
Estonian, Finnish, French, German, Greek, Hungarian, Irish, Italian, Latvian, Lithuanian,
Maltese, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish and Swedish.
This means documents relating to the European Union must be translated into all 24
official languages when they are published.
Below is a timeline of when each language became on official language of the EU:
1958: Dutch, French, German and Italian
1973: Danish and English
1981: Greek
1986: Portuguese and Spanish
1995: Finnish and Swedish
2004: Czech, Estonian, Hungarian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Maltese, Polish, Slovak and
Slovenian
2007: Bulgarian, Irish and Romanian
2013: Croatian
When did Irish became an official language of the European Union?
English and Irish (Gaeilge) are the official languages of Ireland.
In the April 2016 Census, 1,761,420 people in Ireland said they can speak Irish,
representing 39.8% of the population.
Irish became an official language of the EU on the 1st of January 2007. But there was a
period of adjustment to allow the EU time to hire people who could translate
documents into Irish.
This period of adjustment came to an end on the 1st of January 2022, when Irish
became an official working language of the EU.
It took a lot of work and many years to get Irish recognised as an official language of
the EU. Former Member of the European Parliament Seán Ó Neachtain was a key
person in this effort.
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The Main Institutions of the European Union
European Council
The European Council is made up of the leaders of each Member State, such as the
Taoiseach from Ireland. They meet about 4 to 6 times each year. Important decisions are
made here, such as the Euro, letting more countries join the European Union and big
political events, such as the Covid-19 pandemic or Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
European Commission
The European Commission is an EU institution that proposes new laws and makes sure
older ones are being used correctly. It is the guardian of the EU Treaties. It is made up of
different departments, called Directorates-Generals (DGs). Each DG is led by a European
Commissioner from an EU Member State. Ireland’s Commissioner is Mairead McGuinness,
who is European Commissioner for Financial Stability, Financial Services and the Capital
Markets Union.
European Parliament
This institution is made up of 705 Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) that are
elected every five years. The next election will be in May 2024. Ireland elects 13 MEPs: 4
from Dublin, 4 from the Midland-North-West and 3 from the South. MEPs sit in groups
based on their political beliefs, not based on the country they are from. They shape EU
laws proposed by the European Commission, together with the Council of the European
Union.
Council of the European Union
It is made up of different ‘committees’, with different government ministers from all the
EU Member States meeting at these committees. They shape EU laws proposed by the
European Commission, together with European Parliament. For example, Ireland’s
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine is Charlie McConalogue and he regularly
attends the Agriculture and Fisheries Council.
Council of Europe
Some people think this is part of the European Union, it is not. The Council of Europe was
set up in 1949 and is Europe’s main human rights organisation. It includes 46 members, 27
of which are members of the European Union.
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Values of the European Union.
Human dignity:
This is the right of a person to be valued and respected for their own sake, and to be
treated ethically.
Freedom:
Individual freedoms, such as respect for private life, freedom of thought, religion,
assembly, expression and information are protected by the EU Charter of Fundamental
Rights. Under EU law, EU citizens have freedom of movement to move and reside freely
within the EU.
Democracy:
The functioning of the EU is founded on representative democracy. This means that
people are elected to represent a group of people, such as political parties in the Dáil or in
the European Parliament.
Equality:
The EU belives in equal rights for all citizens before the law. The principle of equality
between women and men underpins all European policies and is the basis for European
integration. It applies in all areas.
Rule of law:
Rule of law refers to citizens and institutions within a country being accountable to the
same laws, including lawmakers and leaders. It ensures the equality of all citizens before
the law and prevents the abuse of power. An independent judiciary system is particularly
important to rule of law. Everything the EU does is founded on treaties, voluntarily and
democratically agreed by its EU countries.
Human rights:
Human rights are protected by the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. These include the
right to be free from discrimination on the basis of sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or
belief, disability, age or sexual orientation, the right to the protection of your personal data
and the right to get access to justice.
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European Year of Youth 2022
The European Union declared 2022 the European Year of Youth to recognise the
efforts young people made during the pandemic.
It highlights the importance of young people in the EU today, to build a better future
that is greener, more inclusive and digital.
The year will focus on encouraging young people to become involved in the EU by
promoting the opportunities available to them across the EU.
In February 2022, the European Commission Representation in Ireland, together with
European Movement Ireland, hosted an online event discussing the European Year of
Youth.
The speakers at this event included Maria Walsh, MEP for Midlands-North-West,
Lorraine Gilligan of Léargas, the main organisation responsible for the European Year
of Youth in Ireland and Harry McCann who founded the Digital Youth Council. You
can listen back to it here.

myeu50@europeanmovement.ie
myeu50.ie
#MyEU50

