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In this EMI Spotlight, we are delighted to have Vice-Chair of the Board of
European Movement Ireland, Jillian van Turnhout answer our questions.
What have been the highlights of
your role as Vice-Chair of the Board
of European Movement Ireland to
date?
I remember attending my first EMI
Board meeting. I was invited to see
how the organisation worked with a
view to considering if I would join the
Board. In the backdrop, Ireland was
shortly to vote in the Lisbon Treaty
referendum, and several Board
members had left to join the
campaign trail. I was convinced of the
need for an organisation like
European Movement Ireland to
engage the people of Ireland with the
EU every day and not just on
Referendum Day. It was clear at my
first meeting that the organisation
needed support to ensure its
sustainability. I must admit I even
surprised myself when I left that first
Board meeting as Vice-Chair of
European Movement Ireland!
My highlight has been
to watch and play a role
in helping the
organisation grow its
capacity and reach. We
have had so many
events, seminars and
webinars it is difficult to
single out one.
A highlight for me
has been the
introduction and
development of
‘Just the Facts’,
which provides
timely
European
policy and

political developments in a clear and
accessible way. EMI has a creative,
committed and dedicated staff team
with outstanding leadership both at
Board and Executive level. I feel great
pride leaving an organisation that is
strong and vibrant.

As Secretary General of the European
Coordination Bureau (ECB-BEC) from
1993 to 1996 in Brussels, you were one
of the co-founders of the European
Youth Forum in 1996. How would you
reflect on its founding and successes
since?
ECB-BEC brought together
International Non-Government Youth
Organisations (INGYOs) from across
Europe – from the Atlantic to the Urals.
In 1993, the cost of flights to Brussels
and across Europe was expensive, even
more so if your stay didn’t go over a
Saturday night. I decided to run for
election for the position of Secretary
General, which would entail taking a
career break from my private sector
role. I was honoured to be elected and
moved my life to Brussels. It was shortly
after the fall of the Berlin Wall, and
INGYOs were growing their reach into
countries previously behind ‘the Iron
Curtain’. During my time, I had the
opportunity to visit countries across
Europe and speak on the importance of
youth work, non-formal education, and
building trust.
One of my proudest achievements
was to play a role in developing the
1995 Council of Europe, “All Different –
All Equal” campaign. It was to mark the
50th anniversary of the end of the
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Second World War. It was dedicated
to fighting racism, anti-Semitism,
xenophobia and intolerance.
My most significant achievement
was successfully leading the creation
of the European Youth Forum (YFJ),
bringing together over 100 national
representative bodies and
international youth organisations
working in over 40 countries. This
involved the merger of three umbrella
organisations, at EU and Council of
Europe level, into a single platform to
be the voice of young people in
Europe. It required vision, intense
mediation, strategic planning and
change management. We held the
first meeting in Cork in 1996. I have
watched with pride as the YFJ marked
its 25th anniversary in recent months
and continues to advocate for young
people across Europe.

Similarly, how do you look back on
your time as a member of the
European Economic and Social
Committee (1998 to 2011)?
As a member of the European
Economic and Social Committee
(EESC) for twelve years, I was
Rapporteur on several subject
themes. Of particular note is my work
on the EESC EU-China Round Table
where, after four years of meetings, I,
along with one of my Chinese
counterparts, initiated the first ever
formal talks on the rights of the child
at two of our subsequent EU China
meetings.
As Vice-President of the EESC, I
represented the views of the 344
members from then 27 Member
States to shape and inform policy. In

its 50 year history, this was only the
second time Ireland held a position on
the presidency team. I was responsible
for Communications, I developed and
worked closely with the then VicePresident of the European Commission,
Margot Wallström on the first and
subsequent ‘Communicating Europe’
initiatives. Within the EESC, I led the
development and implementation of
our digital marketing strategy.

You visited Brussels recently to meet
with Maroš Šefčovič on behalf of EM
Ireland, what were your take-homes
from the meeting?
I was most taken by Vice-President
Šefčovič’s understanding and
appreciation of the crucial role played
by civil society organisations. Through
his work, he has been appraised of the
technicalities and nuances in the
Protocol. In our meeting, he clearly
demonstrated his focus was to
minimise the impact on people. I was
impressed by his understanding of the
reality of Northern Ireland which he
acquired by meeting and talking to
community groups. We shared our
experiences and discussed ways to
strengthen engagement and
connectivity. We left the meeting with
the door open for EMI to further
engage. I know the leadership of EMI
will be working on proposals over the
coming months.
How did you find Brussels during
your visit and what changes have
you seen in the city over the years?

Over twenty years ago, I lived in
Brussels for three years and in that
time, I made so many international
2

EMI Members' Newsletter
November - December 2021

EUROPEAN MOVEMENT
CONTENTS
IRELAND SPOTLIGHT
friends. It was also where I met my
husband, who hailed from the
Netherlands. A few years later, I spent
twelve years travelling three times per
month to Brussels and further afield. It
is such a fascinating city, with its
different parts, from those who work
for the EU, those who support that
infrastructure, and the everyday
residents who work in local
companies. I am fortunate to have
friends in each of the categories. Both
when I lived there and on my visits, I
try to connect on each level. I love to
visit places outside the ‘EU Bubble’ to
ensure I remember the fabric of the
city, its quirks and uniqueness. Whilst
Brussels has changed over the years, I
think the changes in Dublin are far
more dramatic and two years ago,
when I had friends from Brussels
visiting, they remarked that we now
felt more European. As we walked
down Grafton Street, I looked and saw
with their eyes, our mix of shops is
now different from the British
highstreets to being more like a
European city. And that is not to
mention the journey we have
travelled on social issues from
children’s rights to marriage equality
to women’s health.

From your work with the Irish Girl
Guides, what are your thoughts on
leadership and empowerment of
young women and girls, and the
future of female leadership across
Europe?
The mission of the Irish Girl Guides is
to enable girls and young women to
develop to their fullest potential as
responsible citizens of the world. What
I love about the guiding programme is
that it is focused on supporting each

girl and young woman on their journey
to be her best self. Our National Guide
Award is called the Trailblazer Award,
as we want each of our members to be
a Trailblazer in whatever path they
choose to take.
When you become a leader in Guiding,
you experience first-hand
intergenerational leadership. I
remember in my early 20s leading a
group for a trip away, and my assistant
leaders were in their 30s, 40s and older
and yet followed my leadership. I now
have the experience of being on trips
assisting leaders in their 20s and from
this side, I understand the joy of seeing
our mission in action. We are an
empowering organisation.
In 2019, I was delighted to bring EMI
and Irish Girl Guides together through
the development of the Europe Badge
to give Guides an opportunity to
develop their knowledge of the
European Union, equipping them to
engage and shape the European
project. I was ecstatic to see that it
wasn’t just me, as it went on to be the
most earned badge in 2019.
In summer 2019, I was part of a Guide
and Senior Branch group that travelled
to England for a week of fun and
adventure. On one of the hottest
evenings of that summer, I gave the
girls a choice if they wanted an evening
off due to the heat, or we could do the
Europe Badge? The girls surprised me
as they jumped at the excitement of
doing this badge. We had a full and funpacked evening doing each of the
activities needed to earn their Europe
Badge. I was so proud of the girls and
of what we have achieved with the
badge.
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I stayed longer than I ever intended
on the Board of European Movement
Ireland. A few years ago, I was set to
leave and then Brexit happened, and I
felt it was important to stay on board.
But now it is time to step down. In the
words of A.A. Milne, “How lucky I am to
have something that makes saying

goodbye so hard”. I will continue to
champion and advocate for the work
of European Movement Ireland. It has
an impressive Board and staff who
share their commitment to the work
of the organisation. This is not a
goodbye but a see you soon.
Many thanks to Jillian for her time.

EMI ANALYSIS

The Rule of Law in the EU

What is Article 16?

COP26 – A Step in the Right
Direction

The Bulgarian General Election
November 2021
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Tax’ to discuss the opportunities and
challenges that lie ahead for Ireland
and the EU.

European Commission SMEDIAs
workshop

The European Commission
Representation in Ireland, supported
by EM Ireland, organised a free media
workshop online for third-level
students who are interested in
applying for the 2022 Student Media
Awards (SMEDIAs) European
Commission category.

As a small and open
economy, it is essential that
Ireland adapts and evolves in
line with changes in the
international environment."

This year’s guest speakers were Aoife
Moore of the Irish Examiner, Jude
Webber of the Financial Times and
Alana Daly Mulligan, 2021 European
Commission SMEDIAs Prize winner,
who provided their expertise on
writing about the EU.

- Minister Paschal Donohoe TD

Suzanne Lynch of Politico moderated
the panel of experts including Paschal
Donohoe TD, Minister for Finance,
Pascal Saint-Amans, Director of the
Centre for Tax Policy and
Administration at the OECD, Kevin
Doyle, Tax Partner BDO Ireland, Julie
Sinnamon, Chair of the Board of EM
Ireland, Monika Loving, Tax Partner of
BDO US and Mary Cosgrove of
National University of Ireland Galway.
You can watch the event here.

A New Deal on Corporation Tax

The OECD’s global tax deal across 136
jurisdictions has led to agreement on a
15% minimum corporation tax rate and
the allocation of certain taxing rights to
market jurisdictions.
EM Ireland, in co-operation with BDO
Ireland, organised an event on the
topic of ‘A New Deal on Corporation
5
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a range of different perspectives on
the issues and opportunities that
impact Ireland and its global
relationships.

Reflecting on COP26: What are the
next steps?
The European Commission
Representation in Ireland, in cooperation with EM Ireland, hosted the
online event, ‘Reflecting on COP26:
What are the next steps?’ to explore the
outcomes of COP26.

The event featured a welcome
address from Matthias Barner,
Director of Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung
UK & Ireland. Noelle O Connell, CEO of
EM Ireland, moderated the discussion
between Cybersecurity experts Jo De
Muynck, Head of Operational
Cooperation Unit at the European
Union Agency for Cybersecurity
(ENISA), John Reyels, Head of the
Cyber Policy Coordination Staff at the
German Federal Foreign Office and
Brian Honan, CEO and Principal
Consultant at BH Consulting
Cybersecurity and Data Protection.

Barbara Nolan, Head of the European
Commission Representation in Ireland,
moderated the discussion between the
speakers; Elina Bardram, Acting Director
International, Mainstreaming and Policy
Coordination at Directorate-General for
Climate Action, Marie Donnelly, Chair of
Climate Change Advisory Council and
Dr. Marguerite Nyhan, Senior Lecturer
in Future Sustainability at UCC and
Visiting Scientist at Harvard University.

They analysed the role of the EU
Cybersecurity Strategy in promoting
cyber resilience, safeguarding data
and keeping the online economy
secure and discussed the experiences
of EU Member States and the recent
attack on the Irish Health Service.

You can watch the event here.

A Secure Future: Cybersecurity
and the EU

You can watch the event here.

A Secure Future: Cybersecurity and
the EU

The online event ‘A Secure Future:
Cybersecurity and the EU’ was the
final event in EM Ireland’s three-part
series of events in 2021 with the
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung that offered
6
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EM Ireland CEO, Noelle O Connell and
EM Ireland Board Vice-Chair, Jillian
van Turnhout met European
Commission Vice President Maroš
Šefčovič in Brussels.
Speaking after the meeting, Noelle
said, “As intensive discussions on the
Protocol on Ireland and Northern
Ireland continue, we discussed
progress with Vice-President Šefčovič,
including the vital role played by civil
society organisations in supporting
and expanding dialogue at all levels.”

Noelle and EM Ireland Board Chair,
Julie Sinnamon had the pleasure of
meeting with Minister Thomas
Byrne TD in November and
Commissioner Mairead McGuinness
in December.

Noelle moderated the third panel
discussion at the IACES Biennial
Conference 2021 on the topic of ‘The
Future of European Studies on These
Islands’.

Along with Minister Thomas Byrne
TD, Noelle met EIB President Dr
Werner Hoyer, on his recent visit to
Ireland.
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Deputy CEO, Stephen O’Shea
attended an event at the European
Parliament Liaison Office in Ireland to
honour Women’s Aid, Carers Ireland
and Irish Girl Guides for winning the
European Citizen's prize 2021 and
2020.

During November and December,
EM Ireland was involved in several
events for the Conference on the
Future of Europe.

Noelle and Minister Thomas Byrne
TD spoke at a public meeting
organised by MEP Barry Andrews as
part of the Conference on the Future
of Europe.

EM Ireland held more online panel
discussions as part of the Conference
on the Future of Europe in
November, on the topics of youth,
Gaeilge and diversity and inclusion.

Head of Strategy, Rory Harte gave a
presentation on EM Ireland’s work on
the Conference on the Future of
Europe in Ireland to the Irish
Delegation to the Committee of the
Regions.
Noelle attended events organised by
the DCU Centre for Religion, Human
Values, and International Relations
and by NUIG on the topic of housing,
respectively, and presented EM
Ireland’s work on the Conference on
the Future of Europe so far and our
hopes for the outcome of the project.
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Financial Times Ireland
Correspondent, Jude Webber spoke
to EM Ireland CEO, Noelle O Connell
for a recent article on Northern
Ireland post-Brexit

EM Ireland’s event in cooperation with
BDO Ireland, on corporation tax, was
summarised for Tax Notes and
Minister Paschal Donohoe TD’s
remarks at the event were covered in
the Irish Independent and on RTÉ.
The findings of EMI’s 2021 Ireland
and the EU poll were featured in an
article by the journal.ie on
Euroscepticism in a post-Brexit
European Union.

Noelle also spoke to Buzz.ie about
Article 16, corporation tax and the
improbability of 'Irexit'.

PRESS RELEASES
A Secure Future: Cybersecurity
and the EU.

EM Ireland meeting with Maroš
Šefčovič – Vital to enhance
engagement on issues related to the
Protocol across Ireland, North and
South.

Agreement on international
corporate taxation reform “allows
Ireland to ensure we will remain
competitive into the future”.

“Comprehensive response
grounded in human rights needed to
address Belarus border crisis” –
Noelle O Connell

EM Ireland welcomes Advocate
General Opinion on conditionality
mechanism to protect EU funds
from rule of law breaches.
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Our next newsletter will reach your inbox in February.
Until then, keep in touch via the details below!

8 Lower Fitzwilliam Street
Dublin 2
D02 W426
+353 1 662 5815 (phone)
info@europeanmovement.ie (email)
www.europeanmovement.ie (web)

