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PRESS RELEASE
Julie Sinnamon, former CEO of Enterprise Ireland, succeeds
Maurice Pratt as Chair of European Movement Ireland.
European Movement Ireland, the
longest established NGO in Ireland
dealing with Irish – European affairs,
today announced that Julie Sinnamon,
former CEO of Enterprise Ireland, has
taken over as Chair of its Board of
Directors, succeeding Maurice Pratt.
Paying tribute to outgoing Chair
Maurice Pratt, CEO of EM Ireland,
Noelle O Connell said, “For over 65
years, EM Ireland has been fortunate
to have had the leadership of
committed Irish figures serving in a
voluntary capacity to connect Ireland
and Europe. Continuing that legacy,
Maurice Pratt has made a significant
contribution in helping guide the
growth, development and outreach of
EM Ireland during his tenure as Chair.
His wisdom, and commitment will be
greatly missed by myself, the EMI
team and Board colleagues. We are
extremely grateful to Maurice for his
many years of tireless leadership and
distinguished service. I would like to
take the opportunity to thank him and
wish him well with all his future
endeavours.’’
Further, in welcoming incoming Chair
of EM Ireland, Julie Sinnamon, Noelle
O Connell said, “We are delighted that
Julie Sinnamon joins the Board of
European Movement Ireland as its
new Chair at a crucial time for Irish –
EU relations. Julie brings a wealth and
breadth of experience and insights
from a distinguished career, most
recently and notably as CEO of
Enterprise Ireland.

Ireland’s future in the EU post-Brexit, the
post-Covid recovery and the upcoming
Conference on the Future of Europe are
the key issues that will guide EM
Ireland’s work in the coming months
and years. Julie’s expertise and
leadership will be invaluable as we
continue our work to develop the
connections between Ireland and
Europe.’’
Commenting on her appointment, Julie
Sinnamon said, “At this important time
for Ireland’s relationship with Europe, I
am privileged to become the Chair of
EM Ireland, an organisation with a
strong record of promoting and
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and enhancing Irish – European
relations. European Movement Ireland
plays a critical role in shaping and
facilitating the conversation on
European matters here in Ireland and
providing a platform to ensure Irish
voices at an EU level."

over the reins to someone of Julie’s
stature and experience and wish her
every success in the role. I would like
to thank and pay tribute to the highly
motivated EM Ireland Board, its
members and dedicated staff
members for their commitment and
hard work. I wish them all continued
success in their important work in the
years ahead.”

"I am grateful to Maurice for his
visionary leadership during his time as
Chair and wish him well in the next
chapter. As the new Chair of EM Ireland,
I look forward very much to working
closely with all our members and
stakeholders, our experienced and
dedicated voluntary Board of Directors,
our committed CEO, Noelle O Connell
and the EMI team to continue to
develop connections between Ireland
and Europe.’’
Outgoing Chair, Maurice Pratt
commented on the appointment and
his own tenure saying, “It has been an
honour to have served as Chair of EM
Ireland. I have always been conscious of
the important role EM Ireland played in
EU – Ireland relations since its
establishment in 1954. We have worked
continuously to build on that legacy
and shape those relations in a
constructive and beneficial way. In the
recent past, much of our work has
understandably focused on Brexit. I
remain hugely proud of EM Ireland’s
work to explain and frame that process
to our members, stakeholders and
people across Ireland and indeed,
beyond."

RTÉ, the Independent and Women
Mean Business covered Julie's
appointment as Chair of the Board of
European Movement Ireland.
You can view the press release on
our website here.

"As Ireland looks ahead to its future in
a post-Brexit and hopefully a postCovid EU, I have no doubt that EM
Ireland will be at the forefront of the
debate on what that future will look
like. I am delighted to be handing
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PRESS RELEASES

Event hosted by KonradAdenauer-Stiftung and EM Ireland
highlights importance of
multilateralism following G7
Summit discussions on Brexit,
Covid-19 and other challenges to
international co-operation.

Support for EU in Ireland is not
unequivocal and cannot be taken
for granted.

The EU Digital COVID Certificate –
how it will operate in Ireland.

Noelle O Connell nominated as
Ireland’s National Citizen
Representative to the Plenary of
the Conference on the Future of
Europe.

Blue Star Programme celebrates
10 years of schools across Ireland
learning about Europe and the EU.
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EUROPEAN MOVEMENT IRELAND SPOTLIGHT
In our MayJune EM Ireland
Spotlight, newly
appointed Head
of European
Commission
Representation
in Ireland,
Barbara Nolan,
discusses the importance of EU
representation in Ireland and
reflects on recent developments
in the EU sphere.

world, now faces the challenges
emerging from the COVID pandemic.
The EU has created new facilities
such as Next Generation EU – a €750
billon fund (the centrepiece of which
is the Recovery and Resilience
Facility) to support Member States hit
by the COVID pandemic.
What have been the highlights of
your time working with the
European Commission to date?
Working in the Commission offers
many opportunities to move
around different policy areas. I very
much took advantage of that and
have worked on a number of
interesting files.

How have you found your
appointment to the role of Head of
European Commission
Representation so far this year, and
how would you say it compares to
your previous term in the role?

Most recently, I was in charge of
Fundamental Rights Policy in the
Justice area, seeking to ensure the
respect, promotion and protection
of fundamental rights, enshrined in
the EU Charter of Fundamental
Rights.

Well first, I would have to say that it’s
really great to be back in Ireland and
my hometown, Dublin. As this is my
second posting to Ireland, I have been
busy connecting with people involved
in Irish politics and society with an EU
interest. The fact that I have been
here before has made it easier to
overcome the COVID limitations to
personal contacts.

I also spent a number of years in
the Higher Education area and was
responsible for coordinating one of
the EU’s biggest success stories –
the Erasmus+ programme.
Apart from my current job as Head
of Representation, I really enjoyed
working as a Commission
Spokesperson on Employment and
Social Policy – dealing with the
British opt-out on social policy and
subsequently the British opt-in, was
a challenging and exciting start to
my career!

It is a very different time to my first
posting that began in 2010, when the
full impact of the global financial crisis
was hitting Ireland and the country
had to enter an EU/IMF adjustment
programme. Ireland, like many
countries in Europe and around the
4
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EUROPEAN MOVEMENT IRELAND SPOTLIGHT
summed up the situation well, in a
recent speech to the College of
Europe in Bruges, when he said that
we now need to move on from Brexit.

What role will the European
Commission Representation in
Ireland play in engaging with
citizens, academia, civil society,
social partners and other
stakeholders as part of the
Conference on the Future of
Europe?

He set out three keys to the future
EU/UK relationship: (i) the need to
restore trust by respecting
international obligations and living up
to responsibilities, (ii) the need to build
a strategic and enduring relationship
based on the Trade and
Cooperation Agreement and (iii) the
need to act as close partners in the
world.

The Conference on the Future of
Europe is a joint initiative by the
European Parliament, the Council and
the European Commission aiming to
reach conclusions and set a future
course for the European Union by
spring 2022. Everyone can
participate, either by posting ideas on
the online Conference platform or by
joining in events and discussions.

So, in short, the UK needs to honour its
commitments and engage
constructively with the EU to finding
technical solutions to problems arising
from Brexit.

The Representation is cooperating
with the Irish authorities, EM Ireland
and a range of organisations to
stimulate engagement with the
Conference – where Ireland’s strong
experience with Citizens’ Assemblies
and Dialogues has been a key
resource.

In what ways can the European
Commission Representation in
Ireland ensure that Irish interests
and values are reflected in the
policies of the EU?

We are working together to mobilise
citizens to engage with the
Conference and make their voices
heard in this unique opportunity to
shape the future of Europe.

An important part of our work is to
connect with national, regional and
local authorities, citizens and
stakeholders, to hear their views and
relay them back to Brussels. We try to
flag emerging issues and concerns to
the relevant departments.

How do you reflect on EU-UK
relations post-Brexit?

We also strive to communicate and
explain EU policies to the widest
possible audience in our weekly
newsletter and regularly host events
with key policymakers from Brussels
to disseminate information, answer
questions and collect feedback.

I think there is no secret that the
post-Brexit relationship has been
difficult. Trust has been damaged by
the UK taking unilateral action in
relation to the Northern Ireland
Protocol. Vice President Sefcovic
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EUROPEAN MOVEMENT IRELAND SPOTLIGHT
How do you think the EU will be
shaped by the challenges and
lessons arising from the COVID-19
pandemic?

health systems. Member States should
strengthen the overall resilience of
health care systems as part of their
recovery and resilience investments.

The Commission recently adopted a
Communication on Emerging
stronger from the pandemic: acting
on the early lessons learnt, looking
back at 18 months of pandemic that
took a heavy human, social and
economic toll.

What are your reflections on the role
of civil society organisations in
building and strengthening the IrishEU relationship?

It frankly acknowledges the there
was a clear shortfall in pandemic
preparedness and planning, with few
tools already in place to respond
swiftly and effectively as soon as the
pandemic broke.
We all witnessed uncoordinated
internal border closures, checks and
sometimes chaos! Many of these
weakened vital supply chains, while
temporary export bans on essential
supplies only led to more shortages.
On the positive side, once the
Member States and the Commission
started working together, things
improved: unilateral decisions made
way for coordinated responses as
seen in the common approach in
developing and producing vaccines,
the Green Lane initiative to ensure
supplies of food and medicine
across Europe, the launch of Next
Generation EU, the EU Digital COVID
Certificate to facilitate travel, etc.
Another key lesson is that the
capacity to cope in a pandemic
depends on continuous and
increased investment in health
systems. Member States should
strengthen the overall resilience of

From experience, civil society
organisations are essential to building
Irish-EU relations. Their work underpins
efforts to strengthen ties between
Ireland and its European neighbours.
They are a great partner for the
Representation and I look forward to
working closely with them, including of
course EM Ireland, during my second
posting here.
EM Ireland does a great job in helping
Irish people understand the EU and its
policies, in engaging students of all ages
on European issues, and in setting out
the opportunities that Europe offers. It
also plays a key role in helping ensure
Irish voices are heard in Europe and
can help shape the EU’s future.
EM Ireland’s work has undoubtedly
contributed to the recent
Eurobarometer finding that most Irish
people (77 per cent) - the highest level
of any EU Member State - agree with
the statement that the country's
interests are well taken into account in
the EU.

Many thanks to newly appointed
Head of European Commission
Representation in Ireland, Barbara
Nolan, for her time.
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EMI ONLINE EVENTS
A Career for EU: Launch of Ireland's
EU Careers Strategy

Director of Kantar, to discuss the survey’s
findings. You can watch the event here.

The Department of Foreign Affairs, in
co-operation with EM Ireland, hosted
the launch of Ireland’s strategy to
increase Irish representation in the EU’s
Institutions and Agencies. Minister of
State for European Affairs, Thomas
Byrne TD, outlined the measures that
the Government will take to increase
the number of Irish people applying for
and securing roles within the European
Institutions and Agencies. Former
Secretary-General of the European
Commission and EM Ireland Board
Member, Catherine Day, joined the
event to discuss the importance of
ensuring Irish representation within the
EU institutions. You can watch the
event here.

Launch of the Conference on the
Future of Europe in Ireland
The Government of Ireland’s official
launch of the Conference on the Future
of Europe in Ireland was hosted by the
Department of Foreign Affairs, in cooperation with EM Ireland.
The event began with welcoming
remarks from Taoiseach, Micheál Martin
TD, Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Minister for Defence, Simon Coveney TD
and European Commissioner for
Financial Services, Financial Stability and
Capital Markets Union, Mairead
McGuinness. Minister of State for
European Affairs, Thomas Byrne TD,
gave the keynote address and took part
in the Q&A panel with European
Ombudsman, Emily O’ Reilly.

Launch of the 2021 Eurobarometer
Report for Ireland
The European Commission
Representation in Ireland, in cooperation with EM Ireland, held an online
event to launch the 2021 Eurobarometer
Report for Ireland. Andy Klom, Acting
Head of the European Commission
Representation in Ireland at the time,
was joined by Paul Moran, Associate
7

EMI Members' Newsletter
May - June 2021

EMI ONLINE EVENTS
UN Youth Delegate, Tara Grace
Connolly, also joined the event. You
can watch the event here.
Europe's Digital Decade

In March 2021, the European
Commission presented Europe’s Digital
Compass: a vision for Europe’s digital
transformation by 2030 based on the
empowerment of citizens and
technological leadership.

Project Manager, Legal Identity, UN
Development Programme and
Saorlaith Ní Bhroin, Communications
Officer at UNHCR’s Representation for
EU Affairs, joined this event to provide
information on the recruitment
practices within the agencies, funds
and programmes of the UN. You can
watch the event here.

The European Commission
Representation in Ireland, in cooperation with EM Ireland, held an
event with Pearse O’Donohue, Director
of Future Networks at the European
Commission DG CONNECT, about
Europe’s Digital Decade. You can watch
the event here.

Ireland and the New European Bauhaus
The New European Bauhaus is an
environmental, economic and cultural
initiative launched by the European
Commission in January 2021.

EU Careers Webinar:
Career opportunities with the UN

The European Commission, in
cooperation with EM Ireland, hosted a
panel discussion with Orla Murphy,
Assistant Professor at UCD School of
Architecture, Planning & Environmental
Policy and Member of the New

EM Ireland’s Head of Communications
and Education, Lisa Nic an Bhreithimh
and Graduate Jobs Manager, Ciarán
Murray, hosted a webinar on career
opportunities available with the United
Nations. Niall McCann, Policy Advisor/
8
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ONLINE EVENTS
European Bauhaus High Level Round
Table, Ciarán Cuffe MEP and Seán
McCabe, Executive Manager at TASC
Climate Justice Centre on making our
future living spaces more sustainable,
affordable and accessible. You can
watch the event here.

The event was moderated by Aisling
Brady of Oireachtas TV. They
discussed the background to the
certificate and what it will mean in
practical terms for people in Ireland
hoping to travel in the coming months,
as well as for the Irish tourism sector.
You can watch the event here.

The EU Digital COVID Certificate
and Ireland

A Multilateral Future: Ireland, the
European Union and the United
Nations

Together with the European
Parliament Liaison Office in Ireland
and the European Commission
Representation in Ireland, EM Ireland
hosted a panel discussion on the EU
Digital COVID Certificate and Ireland.

In June we held the second of our three-part
series of EM Ireland – Konrad-AdenauerStiftung collaborative events, offering a
range of different perspectives on the issues
and opportunities that impact Ireland and its
global relationships.
The panel included Minister of State at
the Department of Public Expenditure
and Reform, Ossian Smyth TD, MEPs
Billy Kelleher, Deirdre Clune and
Sophia in ‘t Veld and Deputy Head of
Unit for Union Citizenship Rights and
Free Movement, Directorate-General
for Justice and Consumers, European
Commission, Monika Mosshammer.

Ambassador Geraldine Byrne Nason,
Permanent Representative of Ireland to the
United Nations, Frances Fitzgerald MEP and
Ben Tonra, Full Professor of International
Relations at the University College of Dublin
examined the importance of multilateralism
and the rules-based international order, from
the perspectives of the EU, Ireland and the
UN. You can watch the event here.

SEE HERE FOR ALL UPCOMING EVENTS
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JUST THE CHATS
song contest, the impacts of Covid-19
and the social and political issues
surrounding the contest. Lisa Nic an
Bhreithimh, Head of Communications
and Education, was joined by Dónal
Mulligan, lecturer and researcher at
DCU’s School of Communications and
Ciarán O’Driscoll, EM Ireland’s Policy
and Research Officer, for this
discussion.

EP24: In Conversation with
Eamon Gilmore
Listen to Eamon Gilmore’s keynote
address at a recent event hosted by
the European Commission
Representation in Ireland, in cooperation with EM Ireland, on his role
as the EU’s Special Representative for
Human Rights and on the EU’s role in
the protection of Human Rights.

EP26: In Conversation with
Commissioner Mairead McGuinness
In this episode of Just the Chats, we
were joined by European
Commissioner for Financial Stability,
Financial Services and the Capital
Markets Unions, Mairead McGuinness
to discuss taking on her role during
the pandemic; her portfolio, financial
sustainability and Brexit; her various
roles to date in the European
Parliament and Commission; her
experience as a woman in high level,
leadership positions and other aspects
of her working life.

EP25: Eurovision 2021: Music
and Solidarity through Covid-19
This episode of Just the Chats
explored the history of the renowned

LISTEN BACK TO ALL OUR PODCAST EPISODES HERE
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EMI ANALYSIS

A Fresh Look at the EU
Vaccines Strategy

The Conference on the Future
of Europe

Corporate Tax in the EU

The Cypriot General Election

EU Recovery and Gender Equality

EU must learn lessons from the past
as it consults citizens on its future
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ENGAGEMENT
Minister of State for European Affairs,
Thomas Byrne TD, nominated EM
Ireland CEO Noelle O Connell, as
Ireland’s National Citizen
Representative to the Plenary of the
Conference on the Future of Europe.

Policy and Research Officer, Ciarán
O’Driscoll, appeared before the
European Parliament Committee on
Fisheries to outline the Irish
perspective on EU-UK relations postBrexit.

Noelle spoke to Méabh McMahon of
Euronews on 'State of the Union'.

As the National Citizen Representative
for Ireland, Noelle presented remotely
from Dublin at the Conference of the
Future of Europe plenary held in
Strasbourg.

Noelle also addressed the Oireachtas
Joint Committee on European Affairs
on the findings of EM Ireland’s annual
‘Ireland and the EU’ poll.
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EDUCATION AND YOUTH
Head of Education and Communications,
Lisa Nic an Bhreithimh, spoke to the Irish
Girl Guides about working in
communications and giving volunteers
tips on local media.

Deputy CEO, Stephen O’Shea and
Policy and Research Officer, Ciarán
O’ Driscoll, spoke at a DCU
MEDIATIZED_EU event
‘Transforming Europe: Media
Discourses and Public Perceptions of
Europeanisation’ to give EM Ireland’s
perspective on the impact of the
media on the Irish-EU relationship.

The official launch video of #NasCSO,
our new project to support CSOs in
Ireland to develop their connections
with the European Parliament, was
published on our website. The video
has contributions from CEO, Noelle O
Connell, Head of Communications and
Education, Lisa Nic an Bhreithimh,
Head of the European Parliament
Liason Office in Ireland, James TempleSmithson and their Community
Manager, Thomas Kramer. You can
watch the video here.

As the school year came to an end,
Certificates of Achievements for all
the primary schools that finished the
Blue Star Programme this year were
dispatched around the country.
Congratulations to all the deserving
teachers and pupils that received
their certificates.
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Our next newsletter will reach your inbox in August.
Until then, keep in touch via the details below!

8 Lower Fitzwilliam Street
Dublin 2
D02 W426
+353 1 662 5815 (phone)
info@europeanmovement.ie (email)
www.europeanmovement.ie (web)

