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IRELAND SPOTLIGHT
In this EMI Spotlight, we were delighted to have Minister of State for
European Affairs, Thomas Byrne TD answer our questions.
What are Ireland’s current priorities
in the EU as we look towards 2022?
2022 is gearing up to be a
significant year for the European
Union and Ireland has a number of
key priorities to address. These
priorities include tackling climate
change, the Conference on the
Future of Europe, rule of law and the
EU-UK relationship.
As Europe rebuilds in the wake of
the Covid-19 pandemic, the
NextGenerationEU stimulus package
places a clear emphasis on creating a
greener, more sustainable Union. The
Fit for 55 package, adopted this
year as part of the European Green
Deal, sets the ambitious target of
cutting greenhouse gas emissions
by 55% by 2030 and Ireland is
eager to contribute as the rollout
of the package continues next
year. Our own domestic
legislation, Climate Action and
Low Carbon Development
(Amendment) Act 2021, will
contribute significantly to
meeting that target.
My hope is that the
Conference on the Future
of Europe will lead to a
Union which actively
listens to the needs of its
citizens. The
European
Citizens’ Panels,
one of which
will be
hosted in
Dublin this
December,

will run over the course of 2022 and
represents an excellent opportunity to
incorporate our citizens’ voices into
determining the future direction of our
Union. The pandemic has resulted in a
slower start to the Conference, with inperson events not always being
possible. I hope that the Dublin event in
December will highlight the Conference
nationally and act as a stimulus to more
events being organised.
Completing the Digital Single Market
remains also a key priority for Ireland
and we continue to work closely with
the EU in delivering outcomes from the
remaining Digital Single Market
initiatives which are pro-trade, proenterprise, pro-consumer and proinnovation. A fully developed Digital
Single Market that removes
unnecessary barriers to doing business
digitally and across borders will present
significant opportunities for consumers
and SMEs.
The rule of law has also become a
critical priority across the EU over the
past year and the current mood music
looks like it is likely to dominate the EU
agenda again in 2022. Ireland is keen to
continue to cooperate with our
European partners to ensure that the
rule of law and those fundamental
values on which our Union was
founded are protected and promoted
across all Member States.
We are now five years on since the
UK voted to leave the European Union.
The consequences of that vote are
likely to continue to be to the fore of
Ireland’s priorities for the year ahead, as
we seek to ensure the effective
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implementation of the EU-UK
Withdrawal Agreement and the EUUK Trade and Cooperation
Agreement (TCA).

Where does Ireland stand on the
ongoing issue around the rule of
law in the EU?
While there is room for
improvement in all Member States in
the broader rule of law domain, there
are certain of the 27, particularly
Poland and Hungary, where issues
and challenges have undoubtedly
become more pressing and acute in
recent times.
I continue to make Ireland’s
concerns about these developments
known both bilaterally and in fora like
the General Affairs Council. In
particular I urge Poland to comply
with the rulings of the Court of Justice

and to suspend in full the operations of
the Disciplinary Chamber of the
Supreme Court to address the risk to
judicial independence the Chamber
presents.
In addition to engaging in ongoing
dialogue, Ireland has consistently
supported the development of a more
comprehensive range of tools by the
Commission to ensure that Member
States adhere to their rule of law
obligations under the EU Treaties. This
includes the Commission’s Annual Rule
of Law Report and the Rule of Law
budget conditionality mechanism.
Indeed, Ireland recently intervened at
the European Court of Justice, along
with several other Member States on
the side of the Council and Parliament,
to oppose an action to annul the
budget conditionality regulation
brought by Poland and Hungary.
Judgement on this case is now awaited.

Where do you see a solution being
found in relation to the current
challenges around Brexit?
The effective implementation of the
EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement (which
includes the Protocol on
Ireland/Northern Ireland) and the EUUK Trade and Cooperation Agreement
(TCA) remains a key priority. Ireland, as
part of the EU, will play our full part in
realising the full potential of these
agreements for our citizens and
businesses.

Minister Byrne speaking in the
European Parliament in Strasbourg at the
second plenary session of the Conference
on the Future of Europe.

The Northern Ireland Protocol is the
joint EU-UK solution to mitigate against
the disruption Brexit causes for citizens
and businesses on the island of Ireland.
The package of proposals put forward
by Commission VP Šefčovič on 13
October present a real opportunity for
2

EMI Members' Newsletter
September - October 2021

EUROPEAN MOVEMENT
CONTENTS
IRELAND SPOTLIGHT
Northern Ireland. The proposals stem
from months of continued
engagement by the European
Commission with the people,
businesses, political parties and civic
society organisations of Northern
Ireland. The Commission’s proposals
are an innovative and far-reaching
attempt to resolve these real-world
concerns, on issues such as the
supply of goods and medicines to
Northern Ireland. They respect the
fine balance at the heart of the
Protocol: protecting the Good Friday
agreement and avoiding a hard
border on the island of Ireland while
at the same time protecting EU
consumers and the single market.
People in Northern Ireland, and
especially those involved in business,
have responded positively to the
Commission’s proposals. They want
the Protocol to work well, and see the
unique opportunity for simultaneous
access to both the EU single market
and the UK internal market. Already
we are seeing significant levels of
interest for investment opportunities
in Northern Ireland from firms around
the world.
The Commission has gone the extra
mile but for the proposals to work, we
need the UK to be a partner who is
willing and ready to work with us. We
want to get to a jointly agreed and
durable solution that provides
stability, certainty and predictability so
that we can use the Protocol to
deliver on a prosperity agenda for the
people of Northern Ireland. The
Protocol will work if we allow it to with
flexibility and pragmatism. An early
positive outcome to these discussions
should be our shared objective.

While the Trade and Cooperation
Agreement has generally been
implemented relatively smoothly, there
are a number of issues that need to be
resolved. The Agreements that the EU
and the UK have entered into must be
properly implemented if we are to put
relations on a more positive footing.
The Government has dedicated
substantial time and resources into
preparing for Brexit and the systems in
place are working well. We will continue
to monitor developments and engage
with all key stakeholders.

The Conference [on the
Future of Europe] must not be
an end in itself but rather serve
as a model for ensuring better
citizen engagement in how the
Union conducts its business in
future."
What are the key lessons that the EU
should learn from its experiences of
Covid-19?
Regular discussions at EU level on
Covid-19 coordination have helped to
enhance our collective ability to adapt
to the challenges presented by the
pandemic, including the emergence
and spread of variants.
Despite some turbulence in the early
stages of the process, the EU vaccine
procurement exercise was (and
continues to be) an important example
of European solidarity. It has ensured
3
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that our citizens get access to safe
and effective vaccines against Covid19. It has helped small countries like
ours greater access to Covid-19
vaccines which would not have been
possible had we sought to purchase
them alone. The national vaccination
programme in Ireland is now well
advanced, although there is currently
a high level of the virus circulating
across the country. The next stage of
the vaccine rollout will likely be
booster vaccines where again, the EU
will play a role. The successful rollout
of the Covid Vaccination Certificate is
another testament to the strength of
the European Union.

Minister Byrne speaking at the official
launch of the Conference on the Future of
Europe in Ireland.

In terms of the Conference on the
Future of Europe, what do you
hope are some of the key issues
that are highlighted in it?

Covid-19 knows no borders and no
one country can beat it alone. The
importance of solidarity and cohesion
between Member States is very plain
to see in dealing with a situation such
as this. It is important that we remain
vigilant, particularly against the threat
of new variants, and that we continue
to demonstrate cooperation and
solidarity between EU Member States
and also globally, assisting less
developed states through the COVAX
facility.

While we cannot be afraid of Treaty
change, Ireland very much favours a
policy first approach to the
Conference, rather than pursuing
discussions concentrating on
institutional issues. As the EU works to
overcome the challenges of Covid-19,
it seems unlikely that our citizens
want to see us debating the ins and
outs of processes and procedures.
They want to see real action on real
bread and butter issues. To that end, I
would ideally hope that the
Conference might feed into the EU’s
ongoing efforts to address climate
and digital transition issues while also
looking at how the EU can help with
broader pandemic recovery efforts in
the areas of health, the economy and
job creation. The Conference must
not be an end in itself but rather serve
as a model for ensuring better citizen
engagement in how the Union
conducts its business in future.

Ireland believes that the EU and its
Member States should act now to
combat the threat posed by
emerging and future variants of
Covid-19 and indeed future
pandemics – the Covid pandemic
may have been the first to have such
a devastating global effect in the 21st
century, but it will not be the last. We
welcome the opportunity to
participate in the High-Level EU
Expert Group on the Health
Emergency Preparedness and
Response Authority.

Many thanks to Minister Byrne for
his time.
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In October, EM Ireland’s CEO, Noelle O
Connell travelled to the European
Parliament in Strasbourg to attend the
second plenary session of the
Conference on the Future of Europe, as
Ireland’s National Citizen
Representative.

Tackling the challenges of
cyberterrorism and enhancing EU
cybersecurity,
Promoting a values-based digital
European Union and combatting
disinformation and misinformation,
Reducing regulatory barriers to
stimulate jobs and enhancing
economic growth potential by having
the necessary support mechanisms
for our entrepreneurs,
Embracing e-commerce and new
digital technologies and developing
innovative digital business
opportunities,
Promoting an EU that leads on
technology, innovation and is
ambitious for a digital strategic Europe
- one that truly leads on digital
transformation.

Noelle is a member of the Digital
Transformation Working Group on the
Jobs and Economy Panel. She was
honoured to share the Irish perspective
on Future of Europe at what is the
world’s largest exercise in participatory
democracy.
During her opening remarks in the
Hemicycle, she highlighted several
issues of importance including the
necessity of:
Harnessing the innovations of the
digital economy in a fair, inclusive and
equitable manner across the EU,

Noelle had the pleasure of meeting
with European Ombudsman, Emily
O’Reilly following her address to the
Spinelli Group, as well as her European
Movement International colleagues.

Supporting a sustainable and green
digital economy that enables digital
access and digital literacy for all citizens,

You can see more from her time in
Strasbourg on our newly launched
TikTok account.

Ensuring digital sovereignty and data
privacy,
5
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You can watch the event here.

Roundtable Discussion on the State
of the European Union 2021 - What
will it mean for Ireland?

Together with the European Parliament
Liaison Office in Ireland and the
European Commission Representation
in Ireland, EM Ireland hosted a webinar
on the State of the Union debate in the
European Parliament. MEPs, Deirdre
Clune and Billy Kelleher joined EMI’s
Deputy CEO, Stephen O’Shea and EMI
stakeholders to discuss what they
wanted to hear in this year’s State of
the Union address and debate.

The New EU Forest Strategy for
2030 - What will it mean for
Ireland?

You can watch the event here.

The European Commission
Representation in Ireland, in cooperation with EM Ireland, hosted a
discussion on the New EU Forest
Strategy for 2030.
The strategy is one of the flagship
initiatives of the European Green Deal
and was published by the European
Commission on 16 July 2021. It aims
to improve the quantity and quality of
EU forests and strengthen their
protection, restoration and resilience.

Briefing on the Slovenian
Presidency of the Council of the
European Union

EM Ireland hosted an online discussion
on the Slovenian Presidency of the
Council of the European Union. The
event saw contributions from H.E. Mr.
Stanislav Vidovič, Ambassador of
Slovenia to Ireland and Minister of
State for European Affairs, Thomas
Byrne TD, on the progress of the
Slovenian Presidency since it began in
July.

EM Ireland CEO, Noelle O Connell was
joined by Marco Onida of DG
Environment at the European
Commission, Andrew St. Ledger of
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Environmental Pillar and Mark McAuley,
Director of Forest Industries Ireland at
Ibec, to discuss the strategy as part of
the online discussion.
You can watch the event here.

Equality and Inclusion in a PostPandemic EU
As part of the debate on the
Conference on the Future of Europe,
Eurofound, in cooperation with the
European Commission
Representation in Ireland and EM
Ireland, held a webinar on Equality
and Inclusion in a post-pandemic EU.

happen in the wake of the pandemic,
to create a more inclusive and
engaged society.
Maria Jepsen, Deputy Director of
Eurofound, moderated the discussion
between Massimiliano Mascherini,
Eurofound’s Head of Social Policies,
Ana Carla Pereira, Employment and
Social Advisor to European
Commissioner for Jobs and Social
Rights, Nicolas Schmit and Dr. Shana
Cohen, Director of TASC – Ireland’s
Think Tank for Social Change.

As Europe embarks on its path to
rebuild a greener, more digital and
more resilient Europe, this webinar's
panel looked at how the EU and its
Member States can tackle growing
inequalities and what needs to

You can watch the event here.

PRESS RELEASES
Six scholarships announced for Irish students to study at the
College of Europe in Bruges and Natolin.
Irish MEPs and key stakeholders highlight their expectations for
2021 State of the European Union Address and Debate.
Irish people living abroad call for EU action on taxation, the rule of
law, cross-border health care, the environment and communication
with citizens as part of discussion on the Future of Europe.
EM Ireland Chair Julie Sinnamon calls on people across Ireland to
take the opportunity to have their voices heard as part of the
Conference on the Future of Europe.
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EMI Analysis: Looking ahead to
Germany’s federal election

Time to Stand Up for the Rule of
Law in Europe

HERA – The European Health
Emergency preparedness and
Response Authority

The State of the European Union
2021
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The German General Election 2021

The Czech General Election 2021

READ ALL OUR PUBLICATIONS HERE
JUST THE CHATS
EP28 : In Conversation with
Federica Mogherini
We sat down with Rector of the
College of Europe, former High
Representative of the EU for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
and Vice President of the European
Commission, Federica Mogherini,
for a conversation about the
College of Europe, the increasing
interest of Irish students in
postgraduate studies at the
College, EU security, defence and
foreign policy, women in leadership
roles in the EU, the Conference on the Future of Europe and much more.
You can listen to the episode here. You can find more information about the
College of Europe here.

LISTEN BACK TO ALL EPISODES OF JUST THE CHATS HERE
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The EM Ireland team visited
Eurofound and met with Director
Ivailo Kalfin and Eurofound colleagues
and discussed their research and
surveys on Covid-19, labour markets,
working/living conditions and
industrial relations.

EM Ireland CEO, Noelle O Connell
and Chair of the Board of EM Ireland,
Julie Sinnamon met with Secretary
General of the Department of
Foreign Affairs, Joe Hackett to
congratulate him on his recent
appointment to the position and to
present him with a copy of EM
Ireland’s 2020 Annual Report.

EM Ireland's Deputy CEO, Stephen
O’Shea spoke on RTÉ’s This Week In
Politics European Parliament Report
with Sharon Ní Bheoláin, MEP Colm
Markey and Europe Correspondent
for the Irish Times, Naomi O’Leary.

Our Annual Report was presented to
the Board of EM Ireland, members
and stakeholders at our AGM, which
was held in September. The report is
available to read on our website here.

Stephen also appeared on the panel
of speakers as part of a plenary
session of the UACES Annual
Conference to discuss the Northern
Ireland Protocol.
10
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Noelle moderated an event hosted
by Cork Chamber on ‘Cork’s Place in
Europe – Next Generation EU’. With
support from the Department of
Foreign Affairs’ Communicating
Europe initiative, Cork Chamber
surveyed the people of Cork on
how they think the EU can support
life and business in Cork. The
findings of the survey were shared
and discussed with the expert panel
at this event.

EM Ireland CEO, Noelle O Connell
joined President of the France Ireland
Chamber of Commerce, Margot
Slattery at a virtual event to discuss
the Ireland-France-EU relationship and
the upcoming French Presidency of
the Council of the EU in 2022.
You can watch back the discussion
here.

EMI's Deputy CEO, Stephen O'Shea
participated in a webinar hosted by
Eurocapitales, in association with EM
Ireland and with the support of
Alliance Française Dublin, in
celebration of the centenary of the
birth of the Irish Free State and two
centuries of Franco-Irish friendship.
In September and October, EMI’s
#NasCSO team held two roundtable
discussions with MEPs and CSO
representatives: a Gaeilge meeting
with MEP Sean Kelly and an
agriculture and fisheries meeting with
MEPs Deirdre Clune and Billy Kelleher.

Head of Communications and
Education, Lisa Nic an Bhreithimh
appeared on Raidió na Gaeltachta in
early October to discuss a meeting of
the Eurogroup chaired by Paschal
Donohoe and recent Brexit
developments. You can listen back
here.

You can watch the recordings of these
meetings on our website here.
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Ryan Levis, Blue Star Programme
Manager, appeared on the new series
of Radio Kerry’s ‘EU and Me’ to
discuss children's awareness of the
EU and its impact on their lives. The
series also featured primary school
students participating in the Blue Star
Programme who spoke about their
experience of it at school.

The application period for the College
of Europe academic year 2022/2023
opened in October.
EM Ireland, on behalf of the
Department of Further and Higher
Education, Research, Innovation and
Science and the Department of
Foreign Affairs, was delighted to
announce an increase in the number
of scholarships available to students
applying to the College of Europe
from the Government of Ireland.

You can listen back to the show here.

You can find more information about
the College of Europe here.

Ciarán Murray, EM Ireland EU Jobs
Manager, held a seminar on ‘Careers
in the EU’ as part of gradireland’s
virtual Graduate Careers Fair.
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Our next newsletter will reach your inbox in December.
Until then, keep in touch via the details below!

8 Lower Fitzwilliam Street
Dublin 2
D02 W426
+353 1 662 5815 (phone)
info@europeanmovement.ie (email)
www.europeanmovement.ie (web)

