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EUROPEAN MOVEMENT IRELAND SPOTLIGHT

1

What does your role as European

Commissioner for Financial Stability,

Financial Services and the Capital

Markets Union involve?

How important is the

representation of Irish people in

the EU institutions?

The portfolio covers a wide range of
issues from banking, to insurance,           
sustainable finance, digitalisation of 

finance, anti-money laundering
measures and sanctions
implementation. I have been tasked
by President von der Leyen with
completing Banking Union and 

progressing the Capital Markets
Union. There is a lot of focus on
the financial system in the
context of the current crisis – to
ensure banks continue lending
to households and businesses, 

and that EU companies
have access to alternative
sources of funding on 

public markets. This is
vital as we move
towards the recovery. A
key part of my work
will be to ensure that
the financial sector
contributes to the EU
target of climate
neutrality by 2050, 

hence the
strong focus
on sustainable
finance. There
is heightened 
 interest
among

asset
managers
and
pension
funds to...

It is really important that staff within
the EU institutions reflect our 27
member states – so clearly having
Irish people in the institutions is very
important. We are very fortunate to
have had two former Secretary
Generals of the Commission from
Ireland and to have Irish staff in key
positions across the institutions.
However, in recent years, there has
been a generational shift in Irish staff
in the institutions with many reaching
retirement age. The European
Movement and the Department of
Foreign Affairs are very active in
addressing this gap and in raising the
awareness of careers in Europe,
particularly for graduates. There are
many opportunities across the
institutions at all levels. It is also
important to stress that having a
second and third language is...

ensure they are future-proofing their
investments by investing in
sustainable entities and products.
Companies and businesses are also
focusing on how they can become
more sustainable – we need
significant amounts of investment in
refocusing our economies and
societies towards sustainability. Our
economy relies on a sound, well-
regulated financial system –
digitalisation is bringing both
opportunities and threats and we
need to make sure our regulatory
and supervisory systems are fit for
purpose.

    In our very first EMI spotlight, Mairead McGuinness, European

Commissioner for Financial Stability, Financial Services and the

Capital Markets Union answers our questions.
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EUROPEAN MOVEMENT IRELAND SPOTLIGHT

In last two months of 2020 – my first
two months in the job – I focused on
getting to know the stakeholders and
their issues. This year 2021 will be a busy
one. There are a number of initiatives on
sustainable finance and anti-money
laundering which the Commission will
be launching later this year, as well as
ongoing work on Banking Union, Capital
Markets Union and digital finance. The
recovery will be foremost in our minds
and we need to ensure that the
recovery is fair and inclusive. Many
sectors of our economy have been
particularly badly hit. During my
mandate, I want to focus on EU
consumers and on financial literacy and
education. These are important life tools
particularly for financially vulnerable
households and I hope to make
progress on this issue in 2021. Financial
literacy is really important to allow us
make the right decisions about our
financial future, whether it’s taking out a
mortgage or saving for a pension. We
will come forward with initiatives and
work with the OECD on this issue.

2

necessary. We still have a lot of work to
do to up our language skills.

What are your hopes and goals for

2021 as Commissioner?

Regarding your former position as

one of Ireland's longest-standing 

 MEPs  to  now  the European

Commission’s Commissioner from

Ireland - in what ways is this

significant and how have you 

 managed to transition to your new

role?

that I had no lead-in time and had to
get stuck in straight away. My
experience from the Parliament is
invaluable now. I have a real
understanding of the Parliament and
how MEPs work. I bring that
experience to the College. I have also
worked with different Council
presidencies over the previous 16
years and this is a big help. Indeed
some ministers in the member states
are former MEP colleagues and and
it is great to already have a
relationship with them. Likewise, I
worked with the Commissioners in
my role as an MEP and was very
familiar with all of them from chairing
sessions of the Parliament as First
Vice-President.
What do you miss about Ireland

when you're in Brussels?

Right now as spring is in the air, I
miss getting home every weekend to
my family and to the farm, where
lambing is well underway. Covid has
restricted everyone. Given that there
are a very limited flight options and
the need to limit travel, I accept that
for now I cannot travel freely. There
are many people in the same
position. Right now, it’s important to
be patient and to see that there is
hope for the future as people across
the EU are being vaccinated. Of
course, we will still have to be careful
because of concerns around
mutations of the virus, but our
scientists and public health experts
have done a great job in dealing with
the pandemic and in developing
vaccines to keep us safe. I think I will
appreciate home much more
because I can’t travel very often.

The transition was remarkably smooth
but daunting too. My arrival into a
College of Commissioners that was
ready up and running for a year meant...

     Many thanks to Commissioner
Mairead McGuinness for her time.
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ONLINE EVENTS

EM Ireland hosted a discussion with

H.E. Mr. Miguel de Almeida e Sousa,

the Ambassador of Portugal to

Ireland, along with Minister of State

for European Affairs, Thomas Byrne

TD,  on Portugal's priorities as they

assumed the Presidency of the

Council of the EU in January. You can

rewatch the briefing here.

   "Together, we can build a

Europe that not only protects but

also inspires. A Europe that   

 Europeans would never dream

of leaving behind. Ní neart go cur

le chéile. There is no strength

without unity".

        - Michel Barnier

EM Ireland’s European of the Year

Award recognises and pays tribute to

individuals and organisations that have

made outstanding contributions to

developing the connections and

relationship between Ireland and

Europe. The event featured

contributions from An Taoiseach,

Micheál Martin TD, Minister for Foreign

Affairs and Minister for Defence, Simon

Coveney TD, and Minister of State for

European Affairs, Thomas Byrne TD.

You can rewatch the ceremony here.

European Movement Ireland was

delighted to present the Head of Task

Force for Relations with the UK, Michel

Barnier, with this year’s European of

the Year Award.

European of the Year Award Briefing on the Portuguese

Presidency of the Council of the EU

The European Commission

Representation in Ireland, in co-

operation with European Movement

Ireland, hosted an online event...

Ireland and the European Climate

Pact

4
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ONLINE EVENTS

SEE HERE FOR ALL UPCOMING EVENTS

       "We have really made

the effort to work together

as 27... The fact that the 27

were  negotiating together

gave us great purchasing

power".

     - John Ryan

5

An Electric Future for Ireland and

Europe: In Conversation with ESB

CEO, Pat Doherty

Pat O’Doherty, CEO of ESB and

recently appointed President of

Eurelectric, spoke to EM Ireland

about electricity’s innovative role in

meeting the climate commitments of

the EU’s Green Deal. You can rewatch

the event here. 

on the European Climate Pact. The

panellists were Elena Višnar

Malinovská, Head of Climate

Adaptation Unit at DG Climate Action

in the European Commission, Ciarán

Cuffe, MEP and Green Party Member

of European Parliament for Dublin,

and Richard Curtin, Dublin

Development Officer for Clean Coasts,

and the event was moderated by

Andy Klom, Acting Head of the

European Commission

Representation in Ireland. You can

rewatch the event here.

The EU Vaccines Strategy

With the rollout of COVID-19 vaccines

happening across the European

Union, the European Commission

Representation in Ireland in...

co-operation with European

Movement Ireland, hosted an online

event on the EU's Vaccines Strategy.

John Ryan, Director for Public Health

in the European Commission’s

Directorate-General for Health and

Food Safety, was joined by Andy

Klom, Acting Head of European

Commission Representation in

Ireland, as moderator. You can

rewatch the event here.
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JUST THE CHATS

LISTEN BACK  TO ALL OUR PODCAST EPISODES HERE

To celebrate our 67th anniversary, we

sat down with one of our

distinguished founding members,

Denis Corboy, for our latest Just the

Chats podcast. In this episode, Denis

shares an account of the early days of

the organisation, how it played a key

role in Ireland’s Referendum on EEC

Membership in 1972 and the political,

social landscape of Ireland at the time.

You can listen to this episode of Just

the Chats here.

Episode 20: In Conversation

with Denis Corboy

6

Episode 21: In Conversation with

ESB CEO, Pat O'Doherty

 PRESS RELEASES

     EM Ireland welcomes announcement of allocation of over €1

billion to Ireland as part of EU’s Brexit Adjustment Reserve.

            Michel Barnier: “Brexit is first and foremost about people.”

At a recent online event, EM Ireland

CEO, Noelle O Connell spoke to Pat

O’Doherty, CEO of ESB and recently

appointed President of Eurelectric,

about electricity’s innovative role in

meeting the climate commitments of

the EU’s Green Deal. You can now

listen back to their conversation in

podcast form here. 
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EMI ANALYSIS
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  Why Michel Barnier is our

European of the Year

  Armin Laschet: The Man To

Replace Markel?

   The EU-UK Trade and

Cooperation Agreement: Explained

    What is the EU's Digital

Services Act package?

 Brexit Bites    Mobility in the EU's Labour

Markets: Selected Trends
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IN THE NEWS

EM Ireland's CEO, Noelle, wrote a letter

to the Editor of the Irish Times on EU

jobs and the representation of Irish

people in EU institutions. You can read

it here.

Ciarán also appeared on France 24 to

discuss Brexit, ports and the

landbridge.

The European of the Year award

ceremony was covered by a number

of Irish and EU news outlets, including

the Irish Times, the Irish Examiner, the

Journal, RTE, the Belfast Telegraph,

and the New European.

Our Policy and Research Officer,

Ciarán O'Driscoll, wrote an op-ed for

the Irish Examiner on the

consequence of Brexit on Rockall and

fisheries. You can read it here. 
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Our recent event on the EU's Vaccine

Strategy was covered in the Irish

Examiner.
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ENGAGEMENT

Head of Communications and

Education, Lisa Nic An Bhreithimh,

took part in the National Youth

Council of Ireland’s Young Voices EU

Youth Dialogue.

Events and Operations Manager,

Ciarán Murray, and Policy and

Research Officer, Ciarán O'Driscoll,

spoke to UCC’s Europa Society about

Ireland's place in the EU and

opportunities for young people in

Europe.

Noelle also spoke to students in

Professor Ben Tonra's class in the

UCD School of Politics and

International Relations.

CEO, Noelle OConnell, spoke at a

European Movement Spain webinar

on Brexit as an opportunity for the

European Union.

Policy and Research Officer, Ciarán

O'Driscoll, spoke at Coastal

Connections, an Institute of Historical

Research supported seminar series,

on "the complexities of Brexit for the

coastal communities spanning the

Irish Sea Basin". The event was

published as an episode of the Port

Stories podcast, which you can listen

to it here.
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Noelle spoke at the first seminar in a

series jointly hosted by IAECES and

UACES on the UK, Ireland and the EU

in a time of crisis, focusing in

particular on the different

approaches to confronting the

Coronavirus pandemic. 
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EDUCATION AND YOUTH

Both Minister Thomas Byrne TD and

MEP Billy Kelleher met virtually with

the Blue Star Programme pupils to

answer their questions about Ireland

and the European Union.

As the National Implementation Body

for the Programme, EM Ireland held a

mid-term review of the Blue Star

Programme in February. It was great

to discuss the amazing work and

plans of all involved in the Blue Star

Programme with Minister Thomas

Byrne TD and the rest of the

Programme’s steering committee.

The Irish Girl Guides were awarded

the European Citizen's Prize by the

European Parliament for the ‘Europe

Badge’ that we launched with them in

2019.
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The Blue Star Programme hosted their

second online Teacher Training

Workshop and had their highest ever

turnout. 

The Blue Star Programme announced

the 13 schools being awarded the 5-

Year Achievement Award this year. 

Despite the pandemic, Ireland ranked

12th out of 88 countries for the

number of applicants to the College of

Europe for the upcoming academic

year. EM Ireland administers the

application and selection process for

the College of Europe in Ireland on

behalf of the Department of Education

and Skills. For more information, visit

our website.
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+353 1 662 5815 (phone)

info@europeanmovement.ie (email)

www.europeanmovement.ie (web)

8 Lower Fitzwilliam Street

Dublin 2

D02 W426

Our next newsletter will reach your inbox in April.

Until then, keep in touch via the details below!

https://www.facebook.com/emireland
http://linkd.in/1avUkpo
http://bit.ly/EMIInstagram
http://bit.ly/EMIYouTube
http://bit.ly/EMIJustTheChatsSpotify
http://bit.ly/EMITwitter

